INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION FOR BUSINESS:
ENERGY AND INFRASTRUCTURE SECTORS UNCOVERED

Sheraton Bucharest Hotel, 21 February 2019

PROGRAM
13:30–14:00

Registration

14:00–14:10

Introduction from CEA Romania
Alexandru Stanescu (President, CEA Romania) and Ioana Knoll-Tudor (Vice-president, CEA Romania)

14:10–14:40

Keynote address
Juan Fernández-Armesto, Armesto & Asociados Árbitros and Chairman Club Español del Arbitraje

14:40–16:10

Construction panel
Niuscha Bassiri – Partner, Hanotiau & van den Berg, Brussels
Giovanni di Folco – President, Techno Engineering&Associates Group, Bucharest
Alina Leoveanu – Manager, ICC International Centre for ADR and Global Co-Chair, ICC YAF, Paris
Iain McKenny – Director&Co-founder, Profile Investment, Paris
Robert Wheal – Partner, White & Case, London

16:10–16:40

Coffee break

16:40–18:40

Energy panel
Richard Caldwell – Principal, The Brattle Group, London
Adrian Chopin – Managing Director, Bench Walk Advisors LLC, London
Alejandro Escobar – Partner, Baker Botts, London
Catherine Anne Kunz – Counsel, Lalive, Geneva
Iryna de Meyer – Legal Assistant, Energy Charter Secretariat, Brussels
Sophie Nappert – International Arbitrator, 3 Verulam Buildings, London
Rafael Gil Nievas – Independent Attorney and Arbitrator, Madrid

18:40–18:45

Closing remarks
Alexandru Stanescu (President of CEA Romania) and Ioana Knoll-Tudor (Vice-president of CEA
Romania)

18:45–20:00

Networking and cocktail reception
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ABOUT CLUB ESPAÑOL DEL ARBITRAJE
The Spanish Arbitration Club (the "CEA") is an international non-governmental organization
dedicated to promote the use of arbitration as a method of conflict resolution throughout the world, as
well as to develop arbitration in Spanish and Portuguese or with Ibero-American component. It was
established in 2005 by a group of professionals specialized in international arbitration.
CEA is chaired by Juan Fernández-Armesto and brings together more than 1000 members from 43
countries, all experts in arbitration, who have contributed to the consolidation of an international
arbitration community in Spanish and Portuguese. The main objectives of the Spanish Arbitration
Club are the following:
1.

Promote the use of arbitration between Spanish and Portuguese speaking entrepreneurs or with
interests in Ibero-America.

2.

Serve as a forum for the exchange of ideas and knowledge among professionals.

3.

Collaborate with judges and magistrates in the study, development and application of
arbitration.

4.

Prepare reports, working documents, recommendations of good arbitration and mediation
practices, as well as codes of conduct, which constitute guidance guidelines.

5.

Organize conferences on arbitration and mediation periodically and an annual congress that
serve as a meeting point for specialists in the field.

The CEA promotes the achievement of its objectives through its 30 International Chapters in
Europe, America and Asia: in Germany, Austria, Argentina, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, China,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, United States (Florida and New York-Washington DC),
France, Guatemala, Holland, Honduras, Italy, Mexico, Nordic-Baltic, Panama, Paraguay, Peru,
Poland and Ukraine, Portugal, United Kingdom, Dominican Republic, Romania, Switzerland and
Venezuela. Also, new Chapters are formalizing their constitution in different continents.
The Romanian Chapter of the CEA was founded with the purpose of serving as a platform to
promote a high level of arbitration practice on the Romanian market and to increase the visibility and
profile of the practitioners in the field, while promoting the use or arbitration for Romanian and
foreign companies.
You can find out more about the Club Español del Arbitraje here: https://www.clubarbitraje.com/es.
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K E Y N O T E

S P E A K E R

JUAN FERNÁNDEZ-ARMESTO
Chairman, Club Español del Arbitraje
jfa@jfarmesto.com
Juan Fernández-Armesto is a professional arbitrator. He has been President of the
Spanish Securities and Exchange Commission (CNMV) (1996-2000), partner of
Uría Menéndez (1983-1996) and Chaired Professor of Commercial Law (19882009).
Since 2001 he has acted as chairman, co-arbitrator and sole arbitrator in more than
160 proceedings, including investment, commercial and construction arbitrations.
Between 1983 and 1996, Juan Fernández-Armesto was partner of the law firm
Uría Menéndez. In 1993, he became the head of the litigation and arbitration area
of the firm and acted as counsel in more than 40 domestic and international
arbitrations. In 1978, he started to teach commercial law as Assistant Professor at
Comillas University – ICADE in Madrid. He was designated Chaired Professor of
such University in 1988 and continued teaching until 2009.
Spanish national, Juan Fernández-Armesto obtained the Abitur at the German
School in Madrid (1972), and then received Degrees in Law (ICADE, Madrid,
1977) and in Business Administration (ICADE, Madrid, 1978) and an Iuris
Doctor (Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, 1983 summa cum laude).
He is a member of the Panel of Arbitrators of ICSID, designated by the Kingdom
of Spain, member of the Court of the LCIA and of DIAC, member of the ICCA
Governing Board (since 2017) and Vice-Chairman, IBA Arbitration Committee
(2008-2009).
Juan F.-Armesto has published two books, various chapters in collective
publications, numerous articles and participated as speaker in more than two
hundred public events.
He is Spanish-German bilingual, speaks English, Portuguese and has working
knowledge of French.
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CONSTRUCTION PANEL
NIUSCHA BASSIRI
Partner, Hanotiau & van den Berg, Brussels
niuscha.bassiri@hvdb.com
Niuscha Bassiri has a solid track-record as counsel and arbitrator in numerous
international arbitrations under the major arbitration rules (e.g., CEPANI, DIS,
ICC, LCIA, NAI, UNCITRAL, VIAC), governed by various procedural and
substantive laws, relating to diverse legal issues (e.g., investment, distributorship,
joint ventures, licensing, patent, post-M&A, sales of goods) and sectors (e.g.,
banking, construction, energy, finance, HoReCa, insurance, mining, nuclear
power plants, oil & gas, pharmaceuticals, satellites, telecommunication,
transportation).
She is Vice-President of the Belgian Chapter of Club Español de Arbitraje and a
member of the DIS Appointing Commission, the International Board of the
Finnish Arbitration Institution, the Editorial Board of the Journal of International
Arbitration, the IBA Investment Arbitration Sub-Committee, the IBA Rules and
Guidelines Sub-Committee, the ICC Belgium Commission on Arbitration and
ADR, the ICC Task Force on Emergency Arbitrator Proceedings, the ICC
Institute of World Business Law, the LCIA Users Council – Europe, and the
SIAC Users Council. She attended the Universities of Cologne and Barcelona.
She is admitted to the Cologne Bar and is a member of the Brussels Bar
GIOVANNI DI FOLCO
President, Techno Engineering & Associates Group, Bucharest
giovanni.difolco@technoeng.com
Giovanni Di Folco is the co-owner, President and Senior Partner of Techno
Engineering & Associates Group, an international 'techno-legal' consulting
engineering firm specializing in contracts management, construction law, claims
and dispute resolution internationally, with offices in Romania, Bulgaria, Qatar
and Kuwait. He is a civil engineer with more than 30 years’ experience of
managing multi-disciplinary civil engineering projects around the world, including
Italy, Iran, Libya, South Africa, the Kingdom of Lesotho, the Sultanate of Oman,
Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, Greece, Bulgaria, Turkey, Canada, Latin
America and Romania.
Giovanni Di Folco is a FIDIC Accredited Dispute Adjudicator, Counsel, a Civil
Engineer and an expert in project and contract management, contract
administration, claims preparation and defense and dispute resolution through
international arbitration. In particular, he has represented international contractors
on more than one hundred international dispute adjudication procedures and in 30
international arbitrations conducted under the ICC Rules relating to disputes under
the FIDIC Red, Yellow and Silver Books.
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IAIN MCKENNY
Director & Co-founder, Profile Investment, Paris
imckenny@profile-investment.com
Iain spent his formative years as a disputes lawyer with Freshfields Bruckhaus
Deringer and subsequently Latham and Watkins. He is today the happy cofounder of Profile Investment, the first fully regulated professional third-party
funder for commercial disputes. His specialisms as a lawyer include international
commercial and investment treaty arbitration but he tends to do more pro bono
work these days when wearing his lawyer's hat.
In addition to being a qualified UK solicitor and co-founder of Profile Investment
Iain is also a founding member of last years legal innovations GAR award winner
- Delos. Delos is the culmination of many years work with some exceptional
lawyers to create a set of international arbitration rules specifically designed for
small and medium sized businesses.

ALINA LEOVEANU
Manager of the ICC International Centre for
ADR and Global Co-Chair of ICC YAF, Paris
alina.leoveanu@iccwbo.org
Alina Leoveanu is responsible for the ICC’s ADR services, which include
mediation, expertise and dispute board proceedings in addition to banking related
disputes. The Centre also organizes the ICC’s mediation events, most
prominently, the annual ICC International Mediation Competition. Alina also
serves as Global Co-Chair of the ICC Young Arbitrators Forum. She regularly
represents the ICC at conferences and speaking engagements across Europe, the
Middle East and Asia. Alina is also a CEDR Accredited Mediator.
Prior to her current position, Alina was a part of the Secretariat of the ICC
International Court of Arbitration as a Deputy Counsel for the Eastern European
Team. At any given moment Alina administered over 80 arbitrations, assisted the
ICC Court, and acted as a liaison between parties, counsel and arbitral tribunals.
Before joining the ICC International Court of Arbitration, Alina worked as a case
processing Lawyer at the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg, France.
Alina holds a Master’s degree in European Union Law from the University of
Paris I Panthéon– Sorbonne (2006) and a Law degree from the University of
Craiova, Romania (2004). Alina is fluent in Romanian, English and French, and
has good knowledge of Spanish.
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ROBERT WHEAL
Partner, White & Case LLP, London
rwheal@whitecase.com
Robert Wheal is a partner in the Dispute Resolution Group in London, with over
20 years’ experience in international arbitration and commercial litigation.
He has handled a large number of substantial international commercial disputes
for clients, in particular, those from the banking and finance, infrastructure and oil
and gas sectors. He has a broad range of experience in the English Courts and
substantial experience of ICC, LCIA and ad hoc arbitrations. With considerable
experience of acting for Eastern European and Middle Eastern parties, Robert has
recently been heavily engaged in White & Case’s work in Africa with a big
emphasis on West Africa.
Robert holds a MA in law from St. John's College, Cambridge University and a
MSc in construction law and arbitration from King's College London.
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ENERGY PANEL
RICHARD CALDWELL
Principal, The Brattle Group, London
richard.caldwell@brattle.com
Richard Caldwell is a Principal who has been with The Brattle Group for close to
20 years. Richard is an economics and financial expert, with experience valuing
businesses and financial instruments across a range of industries. He has testified
over 30 times, before tribunals set up under the rules of the ECT, LCIA, ICSID,
UNCITRAL, Dutch Law and Swiss Law.
Richard is currently retained as an expert witness by numerous international
investors in ongoing arbitration cases against the Kingdom of Spain claiming
damages arising from the recent changes in Spanish energy renewables
regulations. As part of that work, Richard has analysed the financing structure of
renewables investments including project finance loans and interest rate swap
(IRS) contracts, and developed an objective framework to assess the risks of
regulatory changes in Spain. Richard’s economic analysis formed the basis of the
EISER, Antin and Masdar damages awards. Richard has previously worked on
behalf of the Romanian government, and is currently retained by investors in an
ongoing ICSID case against Romania.
Richard has degrees in Engineering from Cambridge University and regularly
teaches on the Masters in Finance program at the London Business School.

ADRIAN CHOPIN
Managing Director, Bench Walk Advisors LLC, London
adrian.chopin@benchwalk.com
Prior to joining Bench Walk Advisors as Managing Director, Adrian Chopin
founded a new litigation funding business for a large hedge fund, which he built
into a market-leading, highly profitable and well-diversified business of over
$100 million in under 2 years. Before entering the litigation funding market,
Adrian was head of the Debt & Equity Solutions Group for Deutsche Bank, New
York, where he ran a large number of ground-breaking structured finance and
regulatory capital transactions. Adrian began his career at Allen & Overy in
London where he worked as an associate in the Derivatives and Structured
Finance group.
Adrian holds a first-class degree in Law and German Law from the University of
Nottingham where he graduated top of his class and won various academic prizes.
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ALEJANDRO ESCOBAR
Partner, Baker Botts, London
alejandro.escobar@bakerbotts.com

Alejandro has practised in London since 2002. He was previously Senior Counsel
at the International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID), where
he handled numerous investment treaty matters, including some of the first
investment claims under NAFTA, and a high-profile Law of the Sea dispute.
From London, Alejandro has advised clients world-wide in disputes under the
ICSID Convention, the ICSID Additional Facility Rules, the UNCITRAL
Arbitration Rules, the ICC Arbitration Rules, the ICC Rules on Dispute Boards,
the SCC rules, the ICDR arbitration rules, and many others. He also regularly sits
as an arbitrator. He is particularly experienced in multi-jurisdictional disputes
arising out of energy, joint ventures, telecommunications and financial services.
Alejandro practises bilingually in English and Spanish, and has a working
knowledge of French and Portuguese. He has conducted proceedings, both as
counsel and sitting as the presiding arbitrator, entirely in Spanish. Alejandro has
tried and heard cases governed by public international law, the law of several civil
law jurisdictions world-wide, and English law. He presided over an ICC tribunal
in an oil & gas concession dispute governed by English law.
Alejandro holds a Ph.D. from the University of Cambridge and a Certificate of
Merit from the Hague Academy of International Law. He holds a First State Exam
from University of Hamburg (1998), an LL.M. in European law and international
economic law from Universities of Geneva and Lausanne (1999) and is a Doctor
Juris of University of Hamburg (2001). He is a Qualified Solicitor entitled to
practice in England and Wales (2009) and passed the Second State Exam in
Germany (2002). He was visiting professor at University College London where
he taught the International Law of Foreign Investment. He continues to lecture on
the subject regularly to student, academic and professional audiences.
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CATHERINE ANNE KUNZ
Counsel, Lalive, Geneva
ckunz@lalive.law
Catherine Anne Kunz is a dual-qualified Swiss (2010) and England&Wales (2016)
lawyer, who has acted as counsel or arbitrator in numerous international arbitration
proceedings, in particular in the energy, telecommunications and construction
sectors, both ad hoc and institutional (under the ICC, LCIA, SCC, UNCITRAL and
Swiss Rules) and governed by a variety of procedural and substantive laws,
including Swiss, English, Spanish and Russian law.
She returned to LALIVE in 2016, where she had previously practised arbitration
and litigation (2010-2014), after having worked in the international arbitration
group of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Floms LLP in London (2014-2015). She
completed her training with BCCC Attorneys-at-law LLC in Geneva (2008-2010)
and also worked as a law clerk in the international arbitration team of the Geneva
office of Winston & Strawn LLP (2006-2007).
Catherine graduated magna cum laude in 2007 from the University of Fribourg
(Bilingual French-German Master of Law, with major in European Law) after
having spent one year as an exchange student at the Humboldt University (Berlin).
In 2007, she obtained a Certificate in International Business Transactions with
Chinese Characteristics at the Cornell-Bucerius Summer Law Institute in Suzhou,
China.

IRYNA DE MEYER
Legal Assistant, Energy Charter Secretariat, Brussels
iryna.demeyer@encharter.org
Iryna De Meyer is the Legal Assistant to the General Counsel of the International
Energy Charter. She is CEDR Accredited Mediator and assists the General Counsel
in providing the good offices of the Secretariat and acts as Registrar to the Conflict
Resolution Centre. Iryna coordinates responses to requests for information about the
legal regime in the Energy Charter Treaty (ECT) and Protocol(s) by Contracting
Parties, legal practitioners and investors. She supported the discussions on the
Model Investment Dispute Management Instrument, approved by the Energy
Charter Conference in 2018. Currently, she assists the General Counsel in
coordination of the discussions on the modernisation of the ECT.
Iryna joined the Energy Charter Secretariat in October 2013. She is a graduate of
the University of Maastricht, the Free University of Brussels (ULB) and Donetsk
National University.
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SOPHIE NAPPERT
International Arbitrator, 3 Verulam Buildings, London
snappert@3vb.com
Sophie Nappert is a dual-qualified lawyer in Canada and in the UK. Since 2007 she
has been an arbitrator in independent practice, based in London. Before becoming a
full-time arbitrator, she was Head of International Arbitration at a global law firm.
Sophie is the peer-nominated Moderator of OGEMID. She is ranked in Global
Arbitration Review's Top 30 List of Female Arbitrators Worldwide and is
commended as a “leading light” in the field by Who’s Who Legal.
Sophie is the author of a Commentary on the 2010 UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules:
A Practitioner’s Guide (Juris, 2012). She is a regular speaker at conferences and
seminars on issues of international arbitration, international investment law and
dispute resolution. She is a guest lecturer at Columbia Law School, Harvard Law
School and McGill University Faculty of Law.

RAFAEL GIL NIEVAS
Independent Attorney and Arbitrator, Madrid
g3051@columbia.edu

Rafael Gil Nievas is an independent attorney and arbitrator, with former extensive
international experience as a Government Attorney (abogado del Estado).
He is qualified with the Madrid and New York Bars and holds executive education
at Harvard Law School (2017), as well as an LL.M. from Columbia Law School
(2016). He occupied in the past, amongst others, the positions of Chief Legal
Officer of CEPSA (Madrid, 2017/2018), General Counsel for the Americas of
Iberdrola (Boston, 2010/2015), Diplomat and Counsellor of Justice at the European
Union Council (Brussels, 2002/2010), Chairman of the European Union Council
Group for the assessment of the legal respects of the financial crisis (2010),
secretary and member of the board of several corporations and of Government
owned entities.
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ORGANIZERS
ALEXANDRU STANESCU
Chief Legal Officer and Strategic Partnerships Lead of GIN Platform

alex.stanescu@ginplatform.io
Alex Stanescu, President of CEA - Capitulo Rumania is the Chief Legal Officer and
Strategic Partnerships Lead of GIN Platform, the pioneer of blockchain masternodes
automatization (ginplatform.io). Alexandru worked and studied in a wide span of
legal areas from banking, capital markets and cross-border treaty and commercial
arbitration. Alexandru worked as visiting lawyer in the London office of Bak
er Botts law firm and was involved in complex investment and commercial
arbitrations in the energy, tax and telecom under ICSID, ICC and UNCITRAL rules.
Prior to that, he worked for the World Bank in Trade and Competitiveness, covering
competition and private sector development. He was the lead coordinator for the
Subnational Doing Business Report - enforcing contracts indicators. He clerked for
the European Court of Justice and European Investment Bank and HSBC Private
Bank in Luxembourg.
Alexandru was a Fulbright scholar and Wien Corporate Responsibility Fellow at
Columbia Law School. He holds a tri-lingual MBA from Deusto University, Spain –
Audencia Ecole de Commerce, Nantes – Bradford School of Management, UK. He
holds a LLM and JD from University of Bucharest, Romania.
Alexandru is academically interested in the application of blockchain technology to
dispute resolution with a particular focus on international arbitration and third-party
funding. Alexandru speaks fluently Romania, Spanish, French, Italian and English.

IOANA KNOLL-TUDOR
Partner, Jeantet, Paris
iknoll-tudor@jeantet.org
Ioana Knoll-Tudor, Vice-president of CEA - Capitulo Rumania, advises and
represents French and international clients in the field of international arbitration and
complex cross-border transactions with a focus on Central and South-Eastern
Europe. She also seats as arbitrator (sole and co-arbitrator). Ioana is part of the
Dispute Resolution practice of Jeantet and in charge of Jeantet’s Budapest office.
Before joining Jeantet in 2015, Ioana worked in the Warsaw and Budapest offices of
a major international law firm. She is a member of the Paris and Madrid bars and
registered as European lawyer in the Budapest bar.
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Ioana holds a Doctorate in Law from the European University Institute in Florence
(2006), a Law Degree from the Autonomous University of Barcelona (2006), a
Master’s Degree in European Law from the College of Europe (2002) and Master’s
Degree in Law from Paris II-Assas University (2001). Her book « The Fair and
Equitable Treatment Standard in International Foreign Investment Law » published
by Oxford University Press, is a reference in the field of international investment
arbitration.
CRINA BALTAG
Senior Lecturer in Law, University of Bedfordshire, London
crinabaltag@gmail.com

Dr Crina Baltag is Senior Lecturer in Law at the University of Bedfordshire,
Director of the Center for Research in Law and LLM Course Coordinator at the
same University. Crina also teaches the LLM courses on Alternative Dispute
Resolution at the School of International Arbitration, Queen Mary University of
London. She is regularly sitting as arbitrator in international commercial arbitration
cases and acting as counsel and expert in investment arbitration cases.
Crina is member of the Academic Council of the Institute for Transnational
Arbitration (ITA), The Center for American and International Law (CAILAW), and
the Thought Leadership Chair of Young ITA. Crina is member of the ISDS
Academic Forum, Geneva Center for International Dispute Settlement. Crina
received her Ph.D. from the School of International Arbitration, Queen Mary
University of London and holds an LL.M. in International Commercial Arbitration
Law from Stockholm University and an M.Sc. in International Business from the
Academy of Economic Studies, Romania.
She is the acting Editor of the Kluwer Arbitration Blog and she regularly publishes
on international commercial and investment arbitration. Her publications include the
following books: ‘ICSID Convention after 50 Years: Unsettled Issues’ (ed.), and
‘The Energy Charter Treaty. The Notion of Investor’, both with Wolters Kluwer.

IULIANA IANCU
Counsel, Hanotiau & van den Berg, Brussels
iuliana.iancu@hvdb.com
Iuliana Iancu joined Hanotiau & van den Berg in 2012. She has worked in over 20
high-stakes, high-value and complex international investment and commercial
arbitrations, both ad hoc and under a variety of arbitration rules, spanning various
industry sectors (banking, energy and natural resources, pharmaceutical,
telecommunications, M&A).
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Prior to joining the firm, Iuliana worked in a leading law firm in Bucharest. Her
work there focused on assisting and representing clients in a variety of disputes (joint
venture, contractual, real estate, competition, regulatory) before international
commercial arbitral tribunals and domestic courts.
Iuliana holds an undergraduate law degree from the University of Bucharest and an
LL.M. from Columbia University, New York. She regularly speaks on arbitration
related topics and is involved in a number of international arbitration groups. She is
admitted to practice in Bucharest and is registered with the Brussels Bar. She speaks
English, French and Romanian.

CSABA KOVACS
Independent Consultant, London
csabakov@outlook.com

Csaba Kovács is a Solicitor-Advocate in England and Wales with a long- standing
practice and expertise in international commercial and investment arbitration. He is
the author of the first in-depth study of the uses of attribution in international
investment law: Attribution in International Investment Law (Kluwer Law
International, 2018).
He is an editor of the Investor-State Law Guide and regularly publishes on
investment arbitration developments. He acted as counsel in arbitrations in a wide
variety of sectors, including energy, construction/engineering, telecommunications,
real estate and banking. He obtained an LL.M degree in International Business Law
from the Central European University in Budapest. He is a founding director of the
Romanian Chapter of the Spanish Arbitration Club.
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MIHAELA MARAVELA
Senior Partner, LEAUA DAMCALI DEACONU PAUNESCU
mmaravela@lddp.ro
Mihaela Maravela is a senior partner with LEAUA DAMCALI DEACONU
PAUNESCU law firm in Romania. She is an experienced lawyer in arbitration,
acting as counsel under the ICSID Rules, ICC Rules, UNCITRAL Rules and the
Rules of the Court of International Commercial Arbitration (CICA) attached to the
Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Romania. Mihaela is listed as arbitrator with
CICA, Romania.
She is registered as Panelist with the WIPO AMC, Geneva for domain name
disputes, where she solved more than 70 cases under the UDRP Rules. Mihaela is
also listed as practitioner in International Arbitration by the Vienna International
Arbitral Center. Mihaela is a reader at the Bucharest University Law School, for the
class on ‘Intellectual Property and Arbitration’ on UDRP disputes within the
School’s LLM Programme ‘International Commercial Arbitration’ (from 2015). She
publishes in the field of intellectual property and arbitration. She has co-authored
the book “Arbitration in Romania”, Wolters Kluwer, 2016, author of the chapter
concerning the solving of internet domain name disputes in .ro area.

PETER BARNA
Lawyer at Stampa Avocados, Madrid

p.barna@stampaabogados.com
Peter Barna is a lawyer currently enrolled in the Brazilian, Portuguese and Spanish
Bar Associations and has participated in several proceedings in civil, commercial
and consumers matters in the Brazilian and Spanish Courts. Furthermore, he has
collaborated in arbitration proceedings, both ad hoc or administered by the major
international institutions, dealing with construction/engineering, international sales,
banking and foreign direct investment, as counsel and secretary to the tribunal.
He is involved with the VisMoot and the Moot Madrid moot court competitions,
having acted as coach and arbitrator in several occasions and is a speaker on
arbitration related matters. He obtained an LL.M degree in Civil Liability from the
University Carlos III of Madrid.
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GIOVANNI POMETTI
Secretary General of Italian Chamber of Commerce in Romania

gipometti@gmail.com
Giovanni Pometti is an Italian qualified lawyer specialised in international
commercial arbitration, cross-border MA, corporate and commercial transactions. He
regularly assists Italian and foreign clients in arbitrations concerning contracts
involving private parties and different sets of rules (ICC, UNCITRAL, LCIA, CAM).
He also assists Italian companies and foreign groups on the full range of corporate
matters, including all major steps of corporate life from setting-up a business to
capital increases, acquisitions, spin-offs, mergers and restructurings.
He graduated from University of Pavia (Italy) and hold an LLM from University of
Bucharest in International Commercial Arbitration. Giovanni is also Secretary
General of Italian Chamber of Commerce in Romania.

ANDREEA NICA
International Arbitration Lawyer, Geneva
andreea.nica@mids.ch
Andreea Nica is a Romanian qualified lawyer, with 4 years’ experience as an
associate in the Bucharest office of DLA Piper international law firm, where she
provided legal assistance and representation of business clients in a wide range of
corporate matters and complex disputes, focusing on international commercial
arbitrations, cross - border and domestic commercial and administrative (e.g.,
competition, tax) litigations and insolvency proceedings in a wide range of sectors
(energy, retail, life sciences, gambling, banking). Currently she focuses her practice
on international commercial and investment arbitration at Lalive in Geneva.
Andreea pursued both the LL.M. in International Dispute Settlement (MIDS) in
Geneva and the International Academy for Arbitration Law in Paris on a full
scholarship basis. She also graduated in the top 1% both her LL.B. and LL.M. in
Advanced Private Law from Faculty of Law, University of Bucharest and passed the
Romanian bar exam with the highest national grade in 2013.
She is a member of Young ICCA, Young ITA, Young ICSID and ASA below 40, as
well as an ELSA alumnus. She speaks Romanian, English, French and Spanish.
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